
 
 
 
 
 

DCH ANIMAL ADOPTIONS 
 

Annual Report 
2012-2013 

 



DCH Statement of Objectives 
 

1. To rescue and re-home unwanted and neglected domestic animals including 
∗ Dogs 
∗ Cats 
∗ Horses, ponies, donkeys 
∗ Rabbits and guinea pigs 
∗ Other domesticated animals. 

 
 

DCH Animal Adoptions will rescue these animals from pounds, shelters and 
horse sales throughout NSW and on occasion take in animals that are 
surrendered by their owners and would otherwise be destroyed. 

 
 

2. To provide all necessary food and medical attention to animals in our care 
including providing a loving, safe environment in foster homes until permanent 
homes are found.  

 
DCH Animal Adoptions will ensure all animals in our care are vaccinated and 
wormed. In addition, horses will have their teeth done and their hooves 
trimmed, and where possible, all dogs and cats will be de-sexed before re-
homing to prevent future unwanted litters. 

 
 

3. To ensure all animals in our care are permanently re-homed with suitably 
caring and experienced owners who can and will provide for the animals 
ongoing needs. 

 
 

4. As a non-profit organisation, ensure that all income received from sales or 
donations be used for rescuing future animals and providing for their feed and 
medical costs while in our care.  

 
Where possible, DCH Animal Adoptions will assist other, animal rescue groups 
who provide a similar rescue service to ourselves, who are in need, by supplying 
funds or donated items when in excess of our requirements. 

 
To prevent future unwanted litters of animals, where possible offer assistance to 
have an animal de-sexed where the owners are unable to pay for this procedure 
themselves. 

Rusty Dozer Ben 



 
 

12/13 The Year in Review 
 
Rescues 
In 12/13 we rescued 241 animals:  46 dogs, 190 cats, 4 horses and 1 rabbit 
 
This was a 31% decrease on last year’s figure of 350 animals. This decrease was mostly 
split between dogs and cats; however we rescued 1 more horse than last year. This 
decrease is representative of the downward trend in dog foster carer applications. This 
may also be in part due to our continued lack of community presence this year with a 
lack of volunteers leading to us cancelling our appearance at many community days out. 
With both founders, Megan and Judy, being unable to attend such events, or be hands 
on in the pounds, we need to focus on recruiting new public relations and fundraising 
volunteers to help turn this trend around. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As per last year, 55% of the animals rescued were from council pounds. Kittens born in 
care are down from last years 4% to now 1.7%. The remaining animals came is as 
surrenders.  
 
Breakdown by Source: 
Surrender: 104 
Hawkesbury: 70 
Renbury: 37 
Canterbury: 1 
Blacktown: 12 
Campbelltown: 5 
Sydney Dog and Cats Home: 8 
Born in Care: 4 
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Rehomings 
In 12/13 we rehomed a total of 219 animals: 

• 52 dogs 
• 161 cats 
• 5 horses 
• 1 Rabbit 

 
 

We are down from last years figure by 
38%. This is a continuing trend following 
on from last years decrease and is 
reflective in the overall number of 
animals saved.  
 
The average time an animal spends in 
foster care is 70 days, this is the same as 
last year.  
  
 

 
New Vets 

• No new vets in 12/13 
 
Facilities 
Our rescue horses made a big move during 12/13. Spending the last 8 years at Sydney 
Water owned property in Prospect we were unable to renew our lease at this location 
and new facilities were required. Thanks to the persistence of Amanda, one of our 
volunteers, a new paddock was donated for our use still in the Prospect area. The foster 
horses made the big move in October 2012 and in November we had a new shed 
installed at the site.  Thanks to Sharp Australia for generously allowing us the use of 
their land for our rescue horses.  
 
 
 
Fundraising & Donations  
 
12/13 
 
12/13 was a quieter year than usual, with no major fundraising event, but we certainly 
were still involved with a number of projects to keep our ever stretched volunteers 
busy.   
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Donations 
 
We received a large donation, $9,000, from Diageo Australia as part of their Safety for 
Charity program. Thanks to volunteer Lesley Pandoleon and family for nominating DCH 
for this program. 
 
Woolworths ran an in store fundraiser for DCH in May raising over $870 for us and State 
Street Australia donated an unexpected $979. We received a grant through State Street 
back in 2011. 
 
 
Fundraising 
 
Our ongoing fundraising continued with our Bunnings BBQs, Entertainment Books and 
Chocolate fundraising all going on as usual. We were also involved once again with the 
Rotary Whitewater Duck Race 2012.  
 
Calendar 
 
Our 2013 Calendar was professionally designed and 
photographed by Ilka-Maud Czerny who generously 
donated her time and services to getting this Calendar 
ready for us again this year. We sold 114 copies which 
is about half the usual copies sold. This is a result of 
the Calendar only being ready for sale in late 
November. 
 
Ebayathon 
 
In December 2012 we ran a small fundraiser online in what we called our “ebayathon”. 
We listed almost 40 items for sale on ebay, promoting the event online and with our 
mailing list and we successfully raised $319.  
 
Petplan Easter Campaign 
 
In April 2013 we were lucky enough to be chosen as one of the 4 charities to be 
supported by Petplan Insurance’s Easter Facebook Campaign. For every “like” on their 
facebook page food would be donated from Advance to the charity of the likers choice.  
DCH was presented with over a pallet of dog food by Petplan in February 2013. 
 
 
DCH Dog Wash 



 
The DCH Dog Wash went well throughout the year, completing its first year operating 
completely full time.  The dog wash raised $7,231.64 for DCH in 12/13. 
 
Warmer weather and continued community support meant the dog wash was still quite 
busy leading into winter 2013 and a growing pool of regular clientele is ensuring a 
steady work flow throughout the year.  
 

  

Job Profit & Loss 
Statement   

  July 2012 through June 2013   
      

Account Name Selected Period Year to Date 
      
75 DCH Dog Wash   
      
Income     
Dog Wash Income $9,435.51  $9,335.51  
Total Income $9,435.51  $9,435.51  
      
Expense     
Insurance $1,940.00  $1,940.00  
Admin Expenses $263.87  $263.87  
Total Expense $2,203.87  $2,203.87  
      
Net Profit (Loss) $7,231.64  $7,231.64  
      
      

 
 
Public Relations  
 
Plight of the Black and Whites 
 
In July 2012 we launched a new cat adoption campaign. This years event was entitled 
the “Plight of the Black and Whites” and featured 16 of our foster cats that shared the 
common trait of their black and white colouring. We did an in store event at Petstock 
Bella Vista and by end of August, 10 of the featured pets had been successfully 
rehomed.   
 
Shelter Appeal 
 
With enough funds to start looking at the cheaper end of the property market, some 
trips to properties in the Hawkesbury area were undertaken during the year, but 
nothing suitable was found. With another year of increased fundraising we would easily 
by in a position to buy suitable land, however the decision is still to be decided if 
purchasing blank land or an established kenneled property is the best way forward.  



 
We were disappointed that a proposal by DCH to utilise an unused council owned 
property in the Illawarra region for our Shelter wasn’t able to progress. Wollongong 
council were quite helpful in supporting our goals however the particular property had 
be earmarked by council for a difference purpose and an alternative property suggested 
by council unfortunately required quite extreme building/upgrading and environmental 
assessments which went beyond the scope of our organisations abilities.   
 
 
 
Other 
 

• We had another successful year with our ongoing Pet of the Week segments in 
the Hills Shire Times and the North Shore Times continuing to raise our profile in 
these areas. We also featured regularly as pet of the week in the Hills TV 
Magazine.  

• We attended a small number of community events, including the Hawkesbury 
Pound open day and the Hills Paws in the Park event.  

 

Volunteers 

 
At 30 June 2012 DCH had 70 foster carers.  Made up of 19 dog, 38 cat and 13 horse 
carers. This is slightly lower than last year’s figure of 74 but doesn’t represent a 
significant change. It’s important to note that as carers take time out between fosters 
(for a large variety of reasons) not all of these carers are active at any one time. 
 
We also have approx. 30 additional volunteers who help with fundraising or transport.  
 
 
 
Objectives Moving Forward 
 

• To increase the numbers of dogs rehomed and rescued by our foster carers.  
 

• To continue our Shelter Appeal fundraising with the goal of finding a suitable 
property by the end of the 2014 Calendar year.  
 

 
 
 



 
     



     
      

 
 
 
 
 

      

 Net Profit down by 30% this year. This is in large part due to decreased adoption 
revenue (down 41% in line with reduced adoption numbers), however we have not 
seen a similar drop in veterinary fees as would be expected.  Also slight drop in 
fundraising figures but this due to the lack of major fundraising event in 12/13.                              

 
 Surrender fees are down 54% on last year. The numbers of animals coming into our 

care via this method is only slightly down on last year but we only charged a surrender 
fee on 12.5% (13) of surrendered animals.  Last year we charged a fee for 18% (25) of 
animals. 

 
 Horse feed expenses are up over 300% this year. This is due to DCH paying the feed 

costs of more foster horses than normal via arrangement with a foster carer.    



 



 
 



 



 

 
 



 

      
      
       

 
 
 
 



 


